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Sustainable Agriculture
and a Just Rural Transition
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COP26 NATURE CAMPAIGN

We must reset our relationship with
nature. The COP26 Nature Campaign
aims to catalyse this transition.

Key objectives of the COP26 Nature campaign include

•

Enhanced and ambitious political commitment to
nature-based solutions for climate change,
included in national plans

•

Deliver tangible actions set out in the Leaders
Pledge for Nature launched at UNGA (led by UK,
EU, Costa Rica)

•

Scale-up financial support for nature-based
solutions and nature positive investments;

•

Establish a new dialogue between agricultural
producer and consumer countries to agree
actions to reduce deforestation in supply chains

•

Strengthen policy actions to drive a Just Rural
Transition towards sustainable agriculture, land
use, and food system

•

Realign agricultural innovation to deliver better
benefits for people, nature and climate and

OFFICIAL

COP26 NATURE CAMPAIGN

Providing nutritious food for a growing
global population while protecting the
vital natural systems which sustain life is
one of this century’s most critical
challenges.

Agricultural systems have delivered tremendous benefit –
tripling production in the last 60 years to provide food,
incomes and economic growth for a growing global
population….…But this has come with unintended costs and
consequences.
After energy, agriculture (including land use change for
agriculture) is the largest source of GHG emissions; it uses
70% of freshwater resources and is causing unprecedented
biodiversity loss. These impacts are driving climate change,
increasing vulnerability to shocks, reducing yields and
undermining viability of the natural eco-systems we depend
on. This in turn threatens food security, livelihoods and
economies.
To ensure healthy diets, achieve Paris Agreement targets and
the SDGs and to secure future prosperity we must address
this crisis.

We need an urgent transition to sustainable land use,
agriculture and food systems, to match the clean technology
revolution.
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This strand of the Nature Campaign aims to catalyse momentum for a just
transition to Sustainable Agriculture.
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• It builds on the Just Rural Transition (JRT) initiative launched at the 2019 UN Climate Action Summit.
• It will highlight the positive contributions of food producers in the transition of food and land use systems
to support climate, biodiversity, nutrition and food security outcomes.
• The campaign is structured around three key ‘enablers’ to scale support to food producers and accelerate
the transition:

Policy Action
accelerate transition to
climate resilient, sustainable
agriculture through
repurposing policies and
support

Agricultural innovation
fostering a step change in scale
and pace of agricultural
innovation, demand-driven
agriculture technology,
knowledge and evidence

Investment Partnerships
advancing innovative publicprivate partnerships and
mobilising investment into
sustainable approaches
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Policy Action - accelerate transition to
climate resilient, sustainable
agriculture through repurposing
policies and support.
THE OPPORTUNTY. Transition at scale from environmentally
harmful practices to resilient, sustainable agriculture requires a
shift in incentives and in public support. Governments provide
well over $700 billion a year in public support to their
agriculture sectors: this could be repurposed to better support
resilient livelihoods, sustainable production practices,
and reduced GHG emissions.
Development assistance could systemically support these aims.

THE APPROACH. Through peer-to-peer exchange,
knowledge sharing & inclusive dialogues with
governments, farmers, knowledge partners and
businesses, accelerate momentum for a just transition
to sustainable agriculture through repurposing public
policies and support.

NEXT STEPS
• Jan – April: Initial consultations with governments, farmer
organisations, civil society
• March, April: COP26 Presidency and World Bank co-convene
technical dialogue and 1st Ministerial Dialogue
• July: Side event at the Food System Summit pre-event
• TBC Sept: Second Ministerial Dialogue convened alongside the ns,
showcasing of progress
• Nov (COP26): Published conclusions

How to get involved
For Governments: please contact pac@merid.org
For Farmer Organisations, Civil Society, Implementation Partners and other
actors, please contact jrt@merid.org
To submit evidence, case studies and tools to support policy action to
repurpose public support to agriculture, please contact pac@merid.org.
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Agricultural Innovation Systems –
transforming agricultural innovation
for people, nature and climate
THE OPPORTUNITY. Foster a step change in the scale
and pace of agricultural innovation to meet future
demand for food, to tackle climate change and protect
biodiversity and the environment
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Neil Palmer (CIAT/CCAFS)

THE APPROACH. A more resilient food future requires
increases and transformations in agricultural R&D to
deliver benefits for people, nature and climate.
Addressing fragmentation among research institutions
and donors will further foster the high return on
investment of agricultural R&D. Refocusing stakeholders
towards coordinated, demand driven agricultural R&D is
essential to bring efforts to scale.

NEXT STEPS
25-26 Jan: Global Commission on Adaptation Summit
8-11 Feb: World Committee on Food Security – hosting
side event
Apr: Virtual seminar/food systems dialogue
May-Sept: pre-COP events (webinars, etc.)
Sept-Oct: UN Food Systems Summit

How to get involved
OUTCOMES. Realign investment in agriculture R&D with
climate-resilient food systems; develop innovative solutions
that meet demands; build evidence on what works; and foster
partnerships to bring technology to scale

Stakeholders are invited to make contributions and pledges to
transform agricultural innovation such as: financial, material,
technical assistance, partnerships – e.g. One CGIAR, Mission
Innovation. For more information, visit: https://ccafs.cgiar.org/
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Investment Partnerships –
finance reaching rural communities
at the scale required
THE OPPORTUNITY. The investment needs
in transforming our food and land use systems are estimated
at $300-$350 billion a year until 2030. Yet these investments
must empower the rural communities at the heart of our food
systems in order to be resilient and sustainable. Scaling
investment in people-centered food systems can enhance the
livelihoods of rural communities, ensure healthy and nutritious
food for a growing population, and protect the vital natural
systems which sustain life.
The Approach: Shift the narrative by exploring and
communicating the business case for investing in peoplecentered food systems; develop knowledge products
and tools to support investors and other key partners in
decision-making; and catalyse investment partnerships
that scale sustainable agriculture production while
improving livelihoods of farmers.

How to get involved
Public and private sector investors are encouraged to support the Just
Rural Transition. For further information please contact the JRT’s
Investment Partnership Network, which is housed at the World Business
Council for Sustainable Development: crawford@wbcsd.org
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A Community of Purpose to support
inclusive, integrated approaches and a
Just Rural Transition
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The Just Rural Transition (JRT) initiative nurtures a global, multistakeholder “community of purpose” to support those committed to
designing, implementing, and scaling approaches that contribute to
the objectives of the JRT Vision Statement.
•

•

•

The JRT initiative is supporting the COP26 Presidency undertake
consultations with a diverse range of stakeholders to contribute to
the objectives of the Nature Campaign’s support for Sustainable
Agriculture and a Just Rural Transition;
The JRT supports peer-to-peer learning, connecting policy makers
and enable them to share knowledge around policy reform, access
scientific evidence, policy briefings and case studies.
The JRT’s knowledge hub creates a platform to disseminate and
share evidence and case studies.

How to get involved
Governments, food producers (including organisations representing
farmers, fishers and ranchers), food and agriculture value chain companies,
knowledge and implementation partners, stakeholder associations, donors
and financial entities are encouraged to endorse the Just Rural Transition
Vision Statement and provide a Statement of Support.

Applications to endorse the JRT can be made on-line here. To
find out more about the JRT community of purpose, including
opportunities to join public consultations on these issues,
please visit the JRT website and sign up for updates and
newsletters.

JUST RURAL TRANSITION
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Annex Slides
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JUST RURAL TRANSITION VISION STATEMENT:
Feeding a growing population by 2030, while
protecting vital natural systems which sustain life,
as rural and indigenous communities, food
production and key ecosystems come under
growing stresses from climate change.

We will put in place policies, regulations, plans
and incentives to:
1. Support farming, fishing, livestock-keeping and
indigenous communities to adapt; and realise the
potential of good stewardship of land, oceans and natural
resources to build resilience and mitigate climate change;

2. Provide sustainable, healthy and affordable food for all

JUST RURAL TRANSITION

Vision:
By 2030, based on our respective capabilities and
circumstances, we commit to doing our part to
transform the way in which we produce and consume
food, and use our land and natural resources.

We will do this in a way which enhances resilient
livelihoods and creates jobs in the rural economy;
encourages sustainable food production; promotes
good stewardship of land, forests, oceans and the
protection and restoration of critical ecosystems; and
rewards people for the actions they take to protect the
environment.

people, through culturally-appropriate food systems;

3. Halve global food loss and waste from 2019 levels;
4. Recognise the full value of natural capital to human
health and wellbeing;

5. Halt the degradation of critical ecosystems and loss of
biodiversity;

6. Deliver up to a third of the required reduction in global
carbon emissions;

7. Mobilise significant public and private finance in
support of this vision.
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JUST RURAL TRANSITION VISION STATEMENT:
Governments, international organisations, companies, investors, civil society organisations, local and indigenous
communities must deepen collaboration to realise this vision, including through:

JUST RURAL TRANSITION

 Developing aspirational, long-term targets and

pathways to align food production, national
dietary guidelines, agriculture and use of land,
forests and water with sustainable development
and climate goals. These should cover
domestically produced sustainable and healthy
food, as well as the impact of imports and foreign
aid and investments.
 Strengthening land use planning and governance

to manage competition and trade-offs across
different land uses, support indigenous and
community land tenure, and deliver national
economic, social, rights, health and
environmental goals which enhance long-term
resilience of economies, communities and
ecosystems

 Implementing policy, fiscal and regulatory reform

to enable and accelerate the transition to resilient
and sustainable food and land use, including fully
valuing and pricing natural capital, repurposing
agricultural subsidies and social assistance to
guarantee access to affordable and nutritious
food for lower income groups.
 Prioritizing greater investment in insurance,

innovation and agricultural research and
development to help local and indigenous
communities and vulnerable populations build
resilience, and mobilise capital and knowledge in
support of this goal, including indigenous
people’s traditional knowledge.
 Embedding a strong focus on job creation, equity

and social justice within the transition to
sustainable food systems and land use and the
provision of sustainable and healthy diets.

